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A-D. 970. The clash of intellectual swords is heard through-
out this age: 'pig* and 'dog* are names for opponents, and
as the entry to public service was by the gate of scholarship
the discussions were often practical as well as heated. When
Wang An-shih as prime minister under Shen-tsung began
his reforms, he supported them by quotations from the
classics, and his opponents drew their bitter attacks from
the same source.

The new freedom and individualism of the age are well
illustrated in this great man, who came first into prominence
as an exponent of political science, and was appointed to a
teaching position in the Han-lin Academy. Maintaining
that everything belongs to the emperor, people as well as
land, he insisted also that the Son of Heaven is the father
of his subjects, and must cherish and help them. Paying
special attention to the peasants and fanners, he found
them paralysed by the demands of statute labour, and by
the intolerable exactions of the tax-gatherer. His State
socialism was aimed both at alleviating their lot, and at
getting better results from them and their fields. Criticized
by conservatives as a visionary, he yet set new standards
and actually accomplished so much that the emperor sup-
ported him for eighteen years in his reforms; and it was in
large part the corruption and ineptitude of the official class,
his main critics, which defeated him. Complaining of their
lassitude and inertia as well as of their chicanery he worked
resolutely on. His first reform was a survey of all lands,
and a reduction of the land-tax. A tax in kind was sub-
stituted, and the burden shifted to the backs of the wealthy
by an income-tax. This, as always, was resented by the
rich, and was too often evaded* Government loans of seed
and tools were inaugurated, to be paid for by an interest of
two per cent, a month on the crops. The surplus, bought at
a fair price by the government, was sold at a fair profit;
and transport was nationalized to make this possible and to
prevent famine* Military service was also nationalized, and
government made federal rather than local. These measures
naturally met with opposition from the upper classes, and